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- Siach Sarfei Kodesh. 4 Hasidic book published in the early 20th
century. It is a chaotic collection of teachings, stories, riddles, treatises
and poems assembled by R Yoetz Kim Kadish Rakatz, without a clear
structure or unified voice. As such, it has been referred to as a “tshulnt

book” (a “stew book”).!
The title, which translates
to “the conversation of the
holy seraphs,” comes from
the Kedushah prayer.

I myself. The speaker may
be Israel ben Avraham, the
Maggid of Bohopol.

Avraham of Porisov.
Grandson of “the Yehudi,”
who was the founder of the
Peshischa movement.

Toldos Yaakov Yosef.
Yaakov Yosef of Polnoye, a
principal disciple of the
Baal Shem Tov. Toldos
Yaakov Yosef is the title of
his first book (and the first
published Hasidic book). It
is not uncommon for tradi-
tional Jewish authors to be
referred to by the names of
their books.

beis medresh. The “home
of midrash/asking/seeking/
demanding/studying,” it is
a gathering place for
learning.

Baal Shem Tov. Israel ben
Eliezer, the founder of
Hasidism. His appelation,
which means “master of
the good name,” is an
expansion of the term baal
shem, “master of the
name,” which refers to a
Jewish miracle maker or
healer. The name Baal
Shem Tov is abbreviated to
the acronym Besht.

Siah Sarfei Kodesh IV p. 142/71b

I myself heard from the holy rav,
Rabbi Avraham of Porisov, the memory of
the righteous for a blessing for life in the next world,
that one time, the Toldos Yaakov
YOSGf, may his memory protect us, CAME tO the
beis medresh of the holy Baal Shem
Tov, and he saw a young man who
was walking back and forth inside the
beis medresh in an inspired state, and
he didn’t recognize him. So the Tol-
dos went up to this young man and
asked him “where are you from?”

The young man answered, “In a
minute,” because that is what some-
one says who isn’t available to an-
swer—"“In a minute.”

So it happened many times until
finally he asked the Toldos, “What
difference does it make to you where
I’'m from?”

The Toldos answered him, “If two
people from far apart come together
and in the words that pass between
them they ask after one another, from
this they come to love and know one
another, and then after some time, if
one meets the other and they see one
another, each one is happy with their
friend and each one gives praise to
God that they merited to see them-
selves with their friend once again,
and from this sprouts praise to God,
and it is written (Psalms 22) You are
holy, seated on the praise of Israel,
that God is waiting and anticipating,
when will praise and thanks arrive
from Israel, because the praise of
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® Toldos Yaakov Yosef. Elic Wiesel describes Yaakov Yosef’s special relationship to
the Baal Shem Tov, and then says “Why then wasn’t Yaakov-Yosseph chosen [to
succeed the Besht]? It isn’t clear. Perhaps because he was too rigid and not sociable
enough. His relationships with people, especially leaders, were awkward.... And

a7y RY/142 17 7 PO WP SO MW 50

X" °277 WITPA 27An CpXya Cnyaw
aPY MTANT X2 R7OW A7AYPET ARDINDND
IR WP LWYATT TAnane voT aon
WATAT NP2 TN MM TN COw IR TR
POR 2P IR 1OR R MITA mmina
PRA MR ORYY D717 7aRT DR mMTnn
M 77 12 99 .A2°N LTIART 1w 00X 0pn
7297 77 39 .2°N .2WAY ORID 07 PRY
n"1 O MIANT? 9RW o 1029 TV nvD
1w DR MTANT NN 7Y %R 22 IPR? 039
AR M7 N T O°R2 PAORR DOWIR
QN2 77T IR L,aRPwa TTY T 29RW o1
OR 727 AT AT DR T PO 73R 0T
TR 92 AW T DR AT PRI WK WK WD
W NTWAY maw RMR 9D MY van oy
maW 7T AN Oy TV 1°an av YR MRS
2wy v1Tp anR1 (272 o°9an) N nrwnb
YO NN DN PR DOWAw PR Mvan
>19% 2227 TR TR 0D DR IRTIM 02w 9
X IR LXT Nwa) DRWS Mvan nrwnd
0%01 M3 R (PRI MYIN N9 YRITRD
TR LY 9YNT 7T 70T DR MTANT
mMT7NT D131 .XYD JWYA XWX UK
71V YIRDT 99 DR D 19°01 VT P 0 wvane
17 X237 WPOR OO AW YT P 0TwYan 1o
S 7707 D DR TN ViawS IRI7 X2 20
X237 379K MR ANV 9737 191 WITR KD
s st alyiRslateli7zalaValzaiin By mhishivid!
179997 DR PRY POR W'WH 020 NAAR T
MW M2 WIRD W' XIAW A8 I0R OX
maw ya oVl YRR Jannah ANk IR

W

then, of course, he was too
intellectual for the majority...”?

blinked his eyes...was gone.
Proverbs 23:5 reads “You blink
your eyes on it and it is gone; it
grows wings; like an eagle, it
flies into the sky.”

Elijah the Prophet said “1 have
been zealous for the Lord, God
of hosts, for the children of
Israel have forsaken Your
covenant...”3 Rabbi Shmuel bar
Nahman interpreted God’s
response as: “[may your] mouth
shatter, who informed against
My children!” And God’s
response in another midrash is
“You are always being so zeal-
ous!... by your life, Israel
won’t enact the covenant of
circumcision without you see-
ing it with your own eyes.”>

the love of friends. Grace
Aguilar prayed:

“Oh, Gracious and Almighty
God, be pleased to pour Thy
blessing on the friends I have
chosen; those whom Thou in
Thy great mercy hast vouch-
safed me, to sweeten the daily
tasks and troubles, pleasures
and enjoyments, of this life: Oh
pour Thy blessing on them and
accept their prayers; and grant,
Oh Eternal, that we may soon
meet again, with that friendship
which is now my happiness,
shining pure and holy, untar-
nished by distance, unsullied by
absence.

Isracl is very, very dear to God
Where are you from?

Apparently an attempt to
engage in conversation.
Hashem yisboroch... The
Hebrew account includes a
Yiddish translation of the
verse from Psalms.

him all that had happened.

torah. From the root for
“teach,” it refers to the
holy five books of Moses
and to Jewish learning
broadly, and it is the term
used for a unit of wisdom
in a Hasidic context. €

name.

to the Almighty.

SoD Ti®
s [ myself. What is your reaction to this story?
tell it?
have acted in his place?

you do in your life in order to draw praise out of yourself?
your joy from, and your gratitude for your friends?

(Hashem yisboroch zitzt oif a pazitzie fon tehilos yisroel).

When the Toldos finished this torah, he blinked his eyes, and the young man
was gone, and he saw that it was a miraculous occurance.

The Toldos went into the holy Baal Shem Tov, may his memory protect us, and told

The holy Besht, may his memory protect us, answered him that this was Elijah the
Prophet, remembered for good, and he had come here in order to hear from you the
aforementioned interpretation of the forah of You are holy, etc. And right now,
Elijah the Prophet, of blessed memory, is saying that forah in the heavens in your

And now see how great is the love of friends for the name of heaven—even if
you don’t know them, if you see that they fear heaven, and are of good charac-
ter, you must connect with them in friendship, and through this will come praise

heard. Who would you like to tell this story to? How will you
Toldos Yaakov Yosef. What have you learned about Rebbe Yaakov Yosef from this story? How would you
seated on the praise. What praises do you sit on? What praises of yours does God sit on?
Elijah the Prophet. How is his personality represented in his behavior in this story?
scene when Elijah shares the Toldot’s torah. Who is listening? What are their reactions?
will come praise. How do you express your love of]
praise to the Almighty. Where are you from? ¢

“Oh, grant that we may still love each
other apart, as we did when we were
together, and that affection may last
through joy and gladness, through sor-
row and suffering, till death divide us.
Hear me, Oh gracious God! hear me
from Thy throne of mercy and of love.
Oh, look down with benignity on a
repentant child of Israel, and if my
prayer be deemed acceptable in Thy
sight, oh my God, for the sake of Thy
great and holy Name, oh answer me!
Blessed be Thy name for evermore.”6 &

I coinage by one Reb Joshua
2Elie Wiesel, Souls on Fire, p. 63
31 Kings 19:14

4 Shir HaShirim Rabbah 1:6

5 Pirkei deRabbi Eliezer 29:17

6 Grace Aguilar, Essays and
Miscellanies, p. 168-9

in the heavens. Imagine the
through this. What do

translation and commentaries by Yavni Bar-Yam, published by Gashmius Magazine as “1 Myself Heard” in January, 2025



